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Foreword 
Count Anthony H. O'Brien of Thomond is unusually well 

qualified to write a memoir on Archbishop Stepinac. A sojourn 
in Yugoslavia, knowledge of the country and its language, per­
sonal friendship with Archbishop Stepinac in recent years, are 
exceptional advantages. In addition, long training in higher 
legal science and in literary work has given him the judicial 
balance and power of exposition that one looks for in the careful 
handling of a difficult theme. 

The case of Archbishop Stepinac is very complex and very 
simple. 

The position of an Archbishop-Primate in a country like 
Yugoslavia, at a period such as that which we have witnessed, 
necessarily required the Archbishop to enter into relations with 
every movement and every manner of person. His life must then 
seem to be a maze of difficulties. 

On the other hand, the directness of the supernatural ideal 
which guided the Archbishop allows us at once to understand 
his attitude in any position of crisis. The Archbishop was always 
the spiritual Ruler and Teacher of his flock. 

In his trial and unjust condemnation, therefore, Archbishop 
Stepinac is but another symbol of the unending persecution of 
the One True Church. 

We are grateful to Count O'Brien of Thomond for having 
firmly cut through the tangle of national and international 
politics to delineate with accuracy the heroic charity and courage 
of this Catholic Archbishop-Primate, who has confessed the Faith 
before men. 

IFI JOHN C. MCQUAID 
Archbishop of Dublin, 

Peast of Our Lady of Lourdes, 1947. Primate of Ireland. 
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Preface 

EVER since the arrest of Mgr. Stepinac I have considered it 
my sacred duty to tell all men of good will that all the 
accusations brought against him are either pure falsifica­

tions or gross distortions and malicious misrepresentations of 
the facts. 

Close connections with Yugoslavia for over a quarter of a cen­
tury certainly give me the right and the competence to do so. For 
more than five years I stayed in that country—two years and a half 
of them in Zagreb where I had the opportunity of speaking with 
Mgr. Stepinac once a week at least and thus becoming fully 
acquainted with his personality and his activity, his views and 
his opinions. 

This book is but an imperfect attempt to sketch the outstand­
ing figure of this great, wise, and saintly Prelate; a small contri­
bution to the fight against the persecution of the "Yugoslav 
Cardinal von Galen" and the "Merrier of our time"; a humble 
token of my everlasting gratitude for his friendship of which I 
shall remain proud to the end of my days. 

May Our Lady of Marija Bistritza, the Patroness of Croatia, 
whose devoted son and zealous servant Mgr. Stepinac has been 
all his life, guide this book on its way so that it may achieve its 
aim: to makeats readers realise, and raise their voices against, 
the crime committed by the enemies of Christ and His Church 
in depriving Mgr. Stepinac of his personal freedom and impeding 
his labours for God and the people of Croatia. 

OB.—Th. 

Dublin, New Year's Eve, 1946. 
1 





Into Exile 

AT 7:30 p.m. on March 11, 1938, Dr. Kurt von Schuschnigg 
had broadcast his last speech as Chancellor of a free and 

" independent Austria. 
Hardly ten hours later a group of SS. men searched my house 

in Vienna for hours and then took me to the Police Head­
quarters. After an almost continuous 48-hour interrogation I was 
sent to the Central Police Prison. There I spent more than three 
weeks, together with 15 other people, in a small cell, thirteen feet 
by seven, till I was transferred to the County Court Prison. On 
June 25 I was suddenly informed that I could go home. Very 
soon I discovered, however, that I had a home no longer, for in 
the meantime my house and everything in it had been requisi­
tioned and converted into a home for the Hitler Youth. 

Early in August, while I was still considering where to go to 
abroad, I received a confidential warning of the Germans' inten­
tion of confining me to the town of Gotha in Thuringia. So I 
went to "visit" friends whose estate was but a few miles from the 
border, and in the night of August 20 I was rowed across the 
river March, which formed the eastern frontier between Austria 
and Czechoslovakia. 

Living in Prague I witnessed the development of the Sudeten 
crisis, the Czechs' firm determination to resist Hitler's threats and 
their betrayal by England and France in the dark days of Munich. 
Fully aware that—in spite of Hitler's solemn declaration—the 
cession of the Sudetenland was not his "last territorial demand," 
but only the first of many to come, I was thinking hard where to 
go next. 

On November 26 a friend of mine, a high official in the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs, rang me up and asked 
me to come and see him at once as he had some very important 
and urgent news. When I called at his office he told me that the 
German Legation had demanded my extradition for "instigation 
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4 ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC 

to murder." This "crime" I had committed in being the Com­
manding Officer of the Austrian Auxiliary Army formations 
which quelled the National-Socialist rising in Upper Austria and 
Styria after the assassination of Chancellor Dr. Dollfuss in July, 
1934. 

The German grip on the Czechoslovak Government was already 
much stronger than was generally known at that time, and I fully 
recognised that the Czechs could not risk getting into trouble with 
the Germans for my sake. So we decided after a long and detailed 
discussion of the possibilities of the situation, that I should leave 
—supplied with a genuine passport, but under an assumed name 
—as soon as possible for Yugoslavia. Then they would inform 
the German Legation that I had left Czechoslovakia for an 
unknown destination. 

The Hungarian transit visa and the Yugoslav entrance visa 
were easily obtained, and in the evening of November 28 I 
departed from Prague. But when I arrived in Bratislava, on the 
Czechoslovak-Hungarian frontier, the trouble started. The train 
service with Hungary, interrupted since the Munich crisis in 
September, was to be re-opened "any day." In fact, this had 
already been officially announced, but nobody knew the day. 

I had to make a difficult choice: either to walk more than 20 
miles to the next Hungarian railway station or to travel through 
Austria. The chances of getting undetected through the passport 
control on either route were fifty-fifty, even a little better via 
Austria. So I took the risk, and everything went all right. How­
ever, I must confess that I felt nervous and uncomfortable all the 
time until, eight hours later, the train crossed from Austria into 
Yugoslavia. I was fully at ease only when in the early morning of 
November 30 I arrived in Zagreb. 



The World's Youngest Archbishop 

TH E morning of December 1, 1938, is still as vividly before 
my mind's eye as if it had been but this morning. A few 
minutes before 10 a.m. I was walking with the secretary 

from his office through the magnificent, long, high-ceilinged cor­
ridors of the Kaptol, the Archbishop's Palace, dominating the 
city, with its huge round towers still like the fortress, as which 
it had indeed served many and many times in the long and 
turbulent history of Zagreb and of Croatia. 

I saw little of the famous staircase, of the masterly stuccoes, of 
the beautiful old frescoes, of the many portraits of the Arch­
bishops of Zagreb. For the nearer we came to the Archbishop's 
apartment, the greater my interest grew. What will he be like, 
the young Prelate to meet whom had been my greatest wish ever 
since I had first heard of him more than four years ago? For 
though we had been in correspondence during these years, I had 
never met him in person. 

* # * 

All I knew of him flashed like lightning through my mind. 
Aloysius Stepinac was born in Krashitz, a village on the out­

skirts of Zagreb, on May 8, 1898, as the seventh of the eleven 
children of small peasant farmers. He had hardly finished the 
seventh class of the episcopal minor seminary at Zagreb in 1916, 
when he was conscripted into the Hungarian Army (Croatia was 
then a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire). After his basic 
military training he fought for over a year on the Italian front, 
reaching the rank of Cadet Warrant Officer and being twice 
awarded the Medal for Valour. He was then made a prisoner-of-
war. After a few months in Italian captivity, he, whose family 
had always sympathized with the South Slav idea, volunteered for 
the Yugoslav Legion, formed of Croat and Slovene prisoners-of-
war. Fighting as a Second Lieutenant on the Salonika front he 
distinguished himself so much that he won the highly coveted, 
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6 ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC 

yet very rarely awarded Karageorge Star, the Yugoslav Congres­
sional Medal of Honor. 

Back in civilian life after the end of the war in 1919, he com­
pleted his classical studies and entered the College of Economics 
at Zagreb to study agriculture. In 1924, however, he decided to 
become a priest. For seven years he was one of the most brilliant 
students of the Pontifical German-Hungarian College in Rome 
where he was ordained on the Feast of Christ the King, October 
26, 1930, and received the degrees of doctor of philosophy and 
doctor of theology. 

Returning to Croatia in July, 1931, he worked as a curate 
among the workers in the poorest section of Zagreb, personally 
visiting thousands of homes. It was then that, impressed and 
moved by the misery and want, both material and spiritual, which 
he encountered, he founded Caritas, a charitable organization for 
material and moral aid to the most needy of his people. After 
more than a year he became secretary to Archbishop Dr. Ante 
Bauer of Zagreb. 

It had created quite a sensation, not only in Yugoslavia, when 
on May 28, 1934, less than four years after his ordination, the 
Holy Father Pope Pius X I had nominated him Titular Arch­
bishop of Nicopsis and appointed him coadjutor cum iure 
successionis to his Ordinary. Only 36 years of age, he had become 
the then youngest Archbishop in the world. After Archbishop 
Bauer's death on December 7, 1937, he succeeded to the Archi-
episcopal See of Zagreb. 

I remembered what Fr. Rauch, S.J., who had been his Vice-
Rector at the German-Hungarian College, had told me about his 
student's vocation: how since his birth it had been his parents' 
greatest desire that Aloysius should become a priest; how his 
mother had kept three fast days a week for 30 years to obtain the 
grace of the priesthood for him; how coming home from the war 
he had entirely given up the thought of becoming a priest; how 
even arrangements for his marriage had been on the way; how 
his mother kept praying and fasting three times a week; how all 
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of a sudden the "old love" got hold of him with an irresistible 
force and in a moment all was overthrown and there was only 
one idea and one ideal for him—the priesthood. 

I remembered how Mgr. Dr. Koroshetz, the great leader of the 
Slovene People's Party, had praised the young Archbishop's 
prudent handling of Yugoslavia's two political hotheads—Dr. 
Matchek, the stubborn leader of the Croat Peasant Party, and 
Premier Stojadinovitch, the clumsy would-be dictator; how he 
had told me—and the priest-Minister of the Interior knew what 
he was talking about—that several times it had been due solely 
to the Archbishop's moderating influence on both sides that the 
often highly critical tension had not exploded into open 
hostilities. 

I remember how enthusiastic Dr. Mazhuranitch, President of 
the Yugoslav Senate and former Minister of Justice, who was 
anything but a good Catholic and much less a friend of the clergy, 
had been about Fr. Stepinac's care for the people in the slum 
section of Zagreb; how highly he spoke of his foundation of 
Caritas, the directorship of which he had retained even as Arch­
bishop; how a sound of envy had been in the voice of this scion 
of one of the oldest and most famous Croat Patrician families 
when he told me of the great enthusiasm and joy with which the 
Croat people, especially the poorest amongst them, had received 
the young priest's elevation, and of their high esteem and great 
admiration, immense loyalty and deep love for their new Arch­
bishop. 

I remembered how Mgr. Dr. Shimrak, editor of Hrvatska 
Strazha, the leading Catholic daily, had told me but the night 
before; 

"You have known me for nearly 20 years, and you must 
admit that I am certainly not a man who is likely either to 
be sentimental or to exaggerate. Wait and see for yourself, and 
when you get to know him you will agree with me that he will 
become one of our great Croat Bishops, perhaps even the 
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greatest we have ever had. Our young Archbishop, God bless 
him and keep him for many years to come, is really a sage 
and a Saint." 

* # * 

A firm and yet soft voice answered the secretary's knock. And 
when he opened the door I saw a tall, slim figure rising from the 
huge desk, covered with papers and books, and coming with 
long, quick strides across the large room to meet me. 

"Praised be God that you are here, and safe. I have been 
worrying about you all the time since Cardinal Caspar (Arch­
bishop of Prague) had informed me via Switzerland of your 
departure," Mgr. Stepinac said, firmly shaking my hand. 

Sitting beside his desk and answering his many questions for 
nearly two hours I watched him with close interest all the time. 
The likeness with his name Saint was striking. His lean face was 
not only handsome, but really beautiful—of a beauty, however, 
that I have rarely seen. Yet, his mouth and his chin showed him 
as a man of character, will-power and determination. The light 
of his penetrating eyes revealed the intensity of his deep religious 
convictions and the strength of the spiritual flame burning within 
him. His speech was short and precise, not a single word too 
many, and always to the point. His thoughts were lightning-swift 
and often of a terrifying logic, going straight to essentials. 

Already at this very first meeting he impressed me deeply. 
This son of Croat small farmers carried himself with great dignity. 
Yet, his modesty was at once striking and touching. His person­
ality and every one of his words and gestures radiated sincerity 
and kindness. I felt very clearly that I was in the presence of a 
man of real greatness of mind, heart and soul. 

During the past twenty years I had visited many countries and 
had met, especially at the various International Eucharistic 
Congresses, the majority of the world's greatest churchmen, 
Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops. Most of them I had come 
to esteem, the others to admire. But two of them have made upon 
me an impression which shall last as long as I live. And I shall 
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always consider myself fortunate for having had the opportunity 
of meeting these two whose great part in the history of the 
Church was then unforeseen: in 1923, the then Apostolic Nuncio 
in Germany, Mgr. Eugenio Pacelli, the present Holy Father; and 
in 1938, Mgr. Aloysius Stepinac. 



On the Eve 

DURING the two years and a half of my stay in Zagreb I 
received innumerable signs of Mgr. Stepinac*s favour. 
Once a week at least I was his guest for lunch or dinner. 

The ensuing discussions of topical problems, which in these 
critical years were more than abundant, developed and welded a 
friendship which I consider the greatest and most precious of the 
many favours he bestowed upon me. 

This close and intimate contact enabled me to get to know him 
as only a very few others do; to see his saintly life, which had won 
him the admiration and love of the faithful; to note his simple 
and modest, almost frugal, habits, keeping just the bare minimum 
(I learned from his secretary that he used but 3,000 dinars, about 

£12, a mere fraction of his monthly income, for himself; the rest 
went to the poor); to observe his unceasing work for his Church 
and his people. 

He established new parishes in Zagreb, which had trebled its 
population since World War I; built new churches, extended his 
care for the poor in his Archdiocese by founding new branches 
of Caritas throughout the country. He organized the yearly 
Sotzialne Tjedne (Social Weeks), attended himself all the lectures 
and at their conclusion had those taking part in them as his 
guests for tea in the Palace. 

He did everything in his power to ease the steadily increasing 
tension between the Croat Peasant Party and the Government in 
Belgrade. His was no small part in the conciliation, which began 
with the dismissal of the would-be dictator and friend of the 
Axis Stojadinovitch and ended in the successful conclusion of the 
Sporazum (Agreement) of August, 1939, giving Croatia a large 
measure of autonomy. 

From these discussions with Mgr. Stepinac I know that he still 
adhered to the ideal of his youth: an independent Yugoslav State, 
but in the sense in which it had been founded in 1918—not a 
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State in which there was a hegemony of the Serbs over the Croats 
and Slovenes, but a federation of the Serbs and Croats and 
Slovenes, in which Serbia would be a free Serbia, Croatia a free 
Croatia and Slovenia a free Slovenia. 

In the course of our discussions he often denounced bitterly 
the many clumsy and stupid attempts of the Serb regime in 
Belgrade, prior to the Sporazum, to curb the activities of the 
Catholic Church in Yugoslavia and to impair her rights. He was 
particularly frank and outspoken on the many and constant 
attempts at proselytism by the Yugoslav authorities. I still remem­
ber how indignant he was—and it was then that I realized for the 
first time in my life the real and full meaning of "righteous 
indignation"—when he told me of the Yugoslav school authori­
ties' deliberate policy of transferring young Catholic school 
mistresses to remote villages where they had to work with young 
Orthodox teachers, in order to promote mixed marriages. 

I know that he was absolutely opposed to the Croat extremists, 
who were ready to identify Croatia's fate with that of National-
Socialist Germany and Fascist Italy: the Frankovitzi (as they 
were called by the Croat people after their ideological father, 
the late Dr. Josip Frank, a Jewish lawyer in Zagreb) or Ustashe 
(as they called themselves), whose leader, Dr. Ante Pavelitch, had 
been living in exile for over 10 years. 

His was a particularly high conception of authority and the 
rule of law He was the most outspoken opponent of mob rule. 
And yet, it was to be his fate to live in two periods when mob 
rule, in its two worst possible forms, was rampant in his own 
country: first the National-Socialist and Fascist regimes and then 
the Communist regime. 

Thousands and thousands of Austrian, German, Czech and 
Polish Catholics of Jewish origin owe perpetual gratitude to 
Mgr. Stepinac. They asked for his help and received it. Within 
his Caritas in Zagreb he organized a special Relief Committee 
for Refugees. For over two years I was allowed to help him in 
this work. From what I have seen with my own eyes I can testify 
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that he did all in his power to find shelter for these people in 
Croatia and to enable them to live an honest and decent life; that 
he helped those who wished to leave Yugoslavia, mostly for 
England, the United States or South America; that in most of 
these cases he paid out of his own pocket the major part of the 
travelling expenses, which were far beyond the means at the 
disposal of the Relief Committee. 

There were quite a number of Protestant refugees of Jewish 
origin living in Croatia. As most Protestant residents, nearly 
all Germans, either sympathized with, or were afraid of, the 
Nazis, the Protestant Bishop of Zagreb—an honest and kind-
hearted but weak and frightened man—did not dare to help 
them. So Mgr. Stepinac took care of them, too. His Relief Com­
mittee paid half of their weekly assistance, the other half coming 
from a Protestant Relief Fund in England. 

From the very first day the Relief Committee began to work, 
the German Consul-General at Zagreb kept close watch over Mgr. 
Stepinac's activity for the refugees. And the German Minister in 
Belgrade even made several formal complaints about it to the 
Yugoslav Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

In the same manner he cared for the thousands and thousands 
of "Aryan" refugees fleeing to Yugoslavia from the German terror 
after the occupations of Czechoslovakia and Poland, and helped 
them to go to the Near East where they could join their com­
patriots. It did not matter to him what their political convictions 
were. I still remember, to quote but one example, the young 
German Communist who came to the Refugee Committee asking 
us to help him to go via Bulgaria and Roumania to the Soviet 
Union—which we did. 

• • • 
Just as the morning of December 1, 1938, so the morning of 

March 24, 1941, is still clear in my mind's eye. Little more than 
three weeks before, the German armies had virtually occupied 
Bulgaria, and in the interval increasing pressure had been 
brought to bear on Yugoslavia. 



ON THE EVE IS 

The following day the Yugoslav delegates were to sign the 
Three-Power Pact in Vienna. In long and detailed discussions 
during the previous days it had been decided that I should leave 
for Belgrade and complete there as quiqkly as possible all neces­
sary arrangements for going to the United States via Turkey, 
Palestine and Iran. 

I had come to pay my last visit to Mgr. Stepinac. It was a 
sorrowful farewell. We both knew, though we did not mention 
it, that many hard and bitter years were in store for him and his 
country. For though we both firmly believed in the final victory 
of the Allies, we were both also fully aware that it was still a long 
way off. 

I remember well those few hours we spent together for the last 
time. Once again I had reason to admire his quick thinking. We 
discussed every chance 4nd risk that I could meet with on my 
long journey to safety. Many an important point had never 
struck me at all. Mgr. Stepinac, however, not only thought of 
every one of them, but at the same time also knew how they 
should be dealt with. 

I still remember our discussion about the critical political 
situation in the Balkans and the almost certain involvement—in 
one way or the other—of his country in the war. As he talked to 
me of the many and great responsibilities awaiting him if the 
dreaded calamity should befall Yugoslavia, I felt very clearly that 
I was listening to a man of extraordinary strength of character, 
who would prove his worth in the times that try men's souls. 

# * * 

After a week in Belgrade I had nearly completed all the neces­
sary arrangements (British laissez passer, Yugoslav exit permit, 
Greek, Turkish and Iranian visas). In fact, I was to depart in 
the evening of Tuesday, April 8. But the beginning of the 
German Blitzkrieg in the Balkans—the bombardment of Belgrade 
by the Luftwaffe on Palm Sunday, April 6—frustrated my plan. 

By train, car and on foot I tried to make my way down to the 
Bay of Kotor, where I was to join the members of the British 
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Legation in Yugoslavia and to embark with them on a British 
destroyer. But just as the sudden outbreak of the war, so its 
sudden end prevented me from carrying out my intention. When 
the Yugoslav Army capitulated on April 16 I had reached only 
Mostar and was still over 100 miles from my destination. 

So I made my way down to the Dalmatian coast where the 
Italian occupation authorities confined me to the island of 
Korchula (between the coastal towns of Dubrovnik and Split), on 
which I remained till Christmas Eve, 1943. 

Despite innumerable difficulties and obstacles, I managed 
somehow to remain in constant contact with Mgr. Stepinac, till 
the Italian surrender on September 8, 1943, when all communi­
cations with Zagreb were completely cut off. Hardly a week 
passed without bringing'some traveller, mostly a priest or a nun, 
either with a letter or a verbal message* 

Jewish refugees, of whom there were at one time nearly 1,000 
confined to Korchula, so that the German and Croat Press used 
to refer to it scornfully only as the "Island of the Jews," were the 
first who brought the news of Mgr. Stepinac's attitude towards the 
German and Italian occupiers and the puppet regime of Croatia. 
What they reported made me feel proud of belonging to the 
Catholic Church, prouder than I have ever felt in my whole life. 



Testing-Time 

ON the morning of April 10, 1941, the Germans occupied 
Zagreb, capital of Croatia. Vice-Premier Dr. Matchek, the 
leader of the Croat Peasant Party, who had decided to 

stay in the country, flatly repudiated their overtures for collabora­
tion, and was sent to a concentration camp near Graz in Austria. 
In the evening they proclaimed the Independent State of Croatia, 
headed by Dr. Ante Pavelitch, leader of the not very numerous, 
but the more active, Croat extremists. 

The task of his crack troops, known as Ustashe, was not only 
to crush, with Axis aid, those loyal to the Yugoslav Government, 
but to eliminate the Serb minority, nearly all of them belonging 
to the Orthodox Church, within the newly-drawn frontiers of 
Croatia. They were offered the choice between conversion to the 
Catholic faith or death. 

There were, it is true, a very small number of individual 
Catholic priests and religious in whom their nationalism was 
stronger than their religion. But the Catholic Church as a whole, 
all her Bishops and the overwhelming majority of her priests, 
led by the Archbishop of Zagreb, made this evil plan impossible. 

From the very beginning of the occupation of his country to 
the end of the war, whenever the German-dominated Croat 
Government sought to enforce the pagan ideologies of the 
conquerors, the Primate of Croatia stood up fearlessly again and 
again in defence of Catholic principles and teaching. 

Throughout the bitter years of war, whenever it became 
known that Mgr. Stepinac was to preach, immense crowds packed 
the Cathedral at Zagreb to hear the only voice which even the 
dreaded Gestapo could not and dared not silence, as it was 
raised time and again against the pagan doctrines of totali­
tarianism. 

Extracts from his sermons were not only used in the propa­
ganda of the British Ministry of Information and the United 
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States Office of War Information, but also broadcast by the 
Soviet-sponsored radio station Slobodna Jugoslavia in Tiflis and 
even by Tito's Partisans over secret wireless transmitters. 

He defended, protected and aided all victims of oppression, 
Communists in their turn included. Without any consideration 
of religion, race, nationality or political convictions he tried to 
help them all. 

He had but one purpose in mind when he maintained some 
correct formal relations with the authorities then in power: to 
use these contacts so that he might intervene on behalf of those 
who were under sentence of death, imprisoned or persecuted. 
He never honoured any invitations to any public ceremony unless 
he had in his pocket a list of persons awaiting execution, in 
prisons and concentration camps. 

So vigorous and effective were his protests against the persecu­
tions and his intercessions for pardon or release, that he succeeded 
in saving innumerable lives, though he could not save all of them. 

His proud record during this period has been summed up in 
the Vatican in a few words: 

"Archbishop Stepinac is the Cardinal von Galen of Yugo­
slavia!" 

* * * 
In the following pages I shall give but a small selection from 

Mgr. Stepinac's record during the four hard and bitter years 
under the foreign occupiers and their Croat puppet Government. 
All these facts are taken from reports published in periodicals 
which no one could even suspect of being pro-Catholic: the 
leading (Protestant) Swiss papers Neue Zuercher Zeitung, 
National Zeitung and Easier Nachrichten, and the News Digest, 
issued during the war by the British Ministry of Information. 

# # * 

Little more than a fortnight after the beginning of the occupa­
tion of his country, at the end of April, 1941, Mgr. Stepinac 
intervened on behalf of Orthodox Serbs, held as hostages and 
threatened with execution. 
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In a letter to Pavelitch, of May 14, 1941, he solemnly protested 
against the execution of 260 Orthodox Serbs, held as hostages, 
without trial by the Ustashe at Glina. 

In a letter to the Croat Minister of the Interior of May 22, 1941, 
he denounced the violation of human rights through legislation 
directed against Serbs, Jews and gypsies* 

In another letter to the same Minister, of May 30, 1941, he 
demanded equitable treatment for "non-Aryans/' 

In a special circular letter of May 15, 1941, he told those, Jews 
and Orthodox, who were asking to be received into the Catholic 
Church, that he wished them to be sincerely convinced before 
embracing their new faith. 

At the end of June, 1941, he transmitted to Pavelitch a letter 
from Mgr. Dr. Josip Ujchitch, Archbishop of Belgrade, appealing 
for the cessation of the persecutions of Orthodox Serbs in Croatia 
and demanding more humane treatment of prisoners held for 
political or racial reasons. 

Mgr. Stepinac strongly and publicly condemned the forced 
"conversions" of Orthodox Serbs and the persecutions which were 
the alternative to "conversions." He established ecclesiastical 
commissions, under the immediate control of an Episcopal Com­
mittee, to investigate every conversion and to ensure its freedom 
and sincerity. 

In the pulpit of his Cathedral he exclaimed in July, 1941: 

"We call God to witness that we have always been opposed 
to any compulsory attachment to the Catholic Church. We 
must declare that the Church has done all in her power to 
give aid and protection to the Orthodox . . 

On December 17, 1941, he informed Pavelitch in a letter of the 
decision the Yugoslav Hierarchy had reached at their Conference: 

"The solution of all questions regarding the conversion o£ 
Dissidents is in the exclusive competence of the Hierarchy. 
Only those could be received into the Church who, without 
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having been subjected to force of any kind, might be converted 
of their own free will, after having become convinced in their 
own mind that the Catholic Church is the only true Church. 

"All illegal procedures against the personal liberty and 
against the property rights of Dissidents should be rigorously 
prohibited. Dissidents should suffer no punishment, unless it 
be like that of any other citizens after having had a trial in 
accordance with all legal requirements . . ." 

It was through Mgr. Stepinac's firm stand that Pavelitch's 
endeavours to impose the Catholic faith by force ended in com­
plete failure; that the presence of Orthodox within Croatia was 
accepted and an autonomous Croat Orthodox Church, with a 
Patriarch in Zagreb, was officially recognized. 

At the end of 1941, the Royal Yugoslav Government in exile in 
London, helped by British military authorities, sent Army 
Captain Rapotetz on a secret mission to Yugoslavia. Captain 
Rapotetz was especially instructed to get into contact with Mgr. 
Stepinac. In the course of his six months' stay in the country he 
spoke with the Archbishop six times. 

Mgr. Stepinac knew of the nature of Captain Rapotetz's mission 
and arranged with him to distribute to war victims, including all 
those persecuted for their political convictions, the funds that 
would be sent to him secretly by the exiled Government in 
London. 

He told Captain Rapotetz that he knew he was being criticized 
abroad for not breaking openly with the Pavelitch regime. He 
said he could easily do that and be forced to retire to a monas­
tery, but he had to take into account the thousands of victims 
who would be left helpless in such a case, as they depended 
entirely on him. 

When Captain Rapotetz returned from Yugoslavia he gave 
the following report on Mgr. Stepinac's behaviour: 

"As soon as the persecutions of the Serbs, Jews and all the 
others started, the Archbishop protested against such acts to 
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the Quisling regime of Croatia. This happened about the end 
of June, 1941. When the persecutions did not stop, Archbishop 
Stepinac took more dramatic steps. He went to see Pavelitch 
himself. Entering his office he said: 'It is God's command: 
Thou Shalt Not Kill I' And without another word of explana­
tion, he turned and left the Quisling's Palace." 

Shortly before Christmas, 1941, Mgr. Stepinac requested per­
mission to visit the concentration camps to bring relief and 
consolation to their inmates. 

On New Year's Eve, 1941, in a sermon in his Cathedral, he 
condemned in the strongest terms the principles of Nazism and 
Ustashism and their entire regime of terror, so that the Ustashe 
openly threatened to kill him. 

In February, 1942, he protested to the Croat Minister of the 
Interior against the demolition of Orthodox churches in the 
Province of Senj. 

One month later he protested against the extermination and 
mass deportations of Jews to concentration camps. 

In a sermon preached in his Cathedral on the Feast of Christ 
the King, in October, 1942, a few days after the publication of an 
order obliging all Jews to wear the yellow "Star of David," Mgr. 
Stepinac strongly condemned anti-Semitism and Nazism: 

"All members of the human race, without exception, are the 
creation of God, Memento homo quia pulvis es, et in pulverem 
reverteris! The members of this race or that may have a higher 
or a lower culture, may be black or white; they may be parted 
by oceans, may live at the North Pole or at the South Pole. The 
essential thing is that the Jews who are the object of hatred 
and the proud Aryans, all without exception, have an equal 
right to say: Pater noster qui es in caelis! This right comes to 
them from God and nobody can deny it to them. 

"Thus the Church has always condemned, and condemns 
to-day, all violence and injustice which is committed in the 
name of racial and nationalistic theories. She has never coun-
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tenanced, and does not countenance to-day, the extermination 
of Jews or gypsies on the pretext that they constitute inferior 
faces, 

'The Church would betray her mission if she did not raise 
her voice in defence of those who to-day cannot protest against 
the injustices weighing upon them—whatever be the race or 
nationality to which they belong . . . " 

Two priests and six nuns of his Archdiocese were of Jewish 
origin and, therefore, had to wear the yellow "Star of David," too. 
The indignation of the population was so great and their com­
ments so frank and drastic that the Croat Government, after 
having tried for a few days to suppress the people's sound reaction 
by police force, quickly beat a retreat and exempted these eight 
people. Mgr. Stepinac, however, solemnly declared from the 
pulpit of his Cathedral: 

"I have ordered these priests and nuns to continue wearing 
this sign of belonging to the people from which Our Saviour 
was born as long as any others will have to do sol" 

Defending all victims of oppression, he obtained in November, 
1942, to quote only one instance, the reprieve of two Communists, 
the brothers Vlado and Voda Kuresh, who had been sentenced 
to death. 

Mgr. Stepinac vigorously protested against the actions of the 
Croat Government in prohibiting publication of speeches by the 
Holy Father, such as the famous Christmas Message, 1942, and 
others. 

When the "Nuremberg Laws" were promulgated in Croatia 
under German pressure, Mgr. Stepinac wrote to Pavelitch on 
March 6, 1943, in protest against this measure:" 

"No worldly power, no political organization has the right 
to persecute a man on account of the race to which he belongs. 
. . . The Catholic Church fears no earthly power when there is 
the question of defending human rights . . . " 
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On March 15, 1943, the first Sunday in Lent, he preached to 
the thousands who packed his Cathedral: 

"Mankind has become used to the lowering of the value of 
money, but that is nothing special. Mankind has also become 
accustomed to the cheapening of many other material values. 
But to the lowering of the dignity of man, and of his worth, 
no human being can agree without a struggle. 

"Every man, to whatever race or nation he belongs, bears 
the stamp of God . . . He has absolute rights which no earthly 
power can take from him or diminish . . . Laws which are 
intended to protect the community as a whole may not trans­
gress these rights, and every transgression of them can only 
have evil consequences. . . . 

"Last week I had the opportunity of seeing many in tears 
and to hear the sighs of strong men and the wailing of helpless 
women, who were threatened with the destruction of their 
family life for no other reason than that their origin was not 
in accordance with the theories of Nazism. The representatives 
of the Church could not remain silent without betraying their 
office. . . ." 

The immediate sequel of this firm stand was the withdrawal 
of the "Nuremberg Laws" a few days after their promulgation 
in Croatia. 

On March 27, 1943, when informed that a train with 1,800 
Jews was shortly to pass through Nova on its way to concentra­
tion camps in Poland, Mgr. Stepinac succeeded, despite repeated 
refusals and many difficulties and obstacles, in bringing food 
personally to the relief of the deportees. 

A few weeks later he did the same for another transport of 
2,000 Jews being taken to Germany from Greece. 

In May, 1943, to quote again but one example, he protested 
publicly against "the incredible atrocities committed by Italian 
troops against the .defenceless population in the districts of 
Krashitz, Vidovina and Vrhovatz." 
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On October 3, 1943, on the occasion of a penitential procession 
in Zagreb, he declared in his sermon: 

"We are striving with all our power to proclaim in public 
life, as strongly as we can, the principles of the divine and 
eternal law—whether it concerns Croats or Serbs, Jews or 
gypsies, Catholics, Dissidents or Mohammedans . . . ." 

In October, 1943, again on the Feast of Christ the King, Mgr. 
Stepinac preached in his packed Cathedral in strongest denunci­
ations of the German practice of holding whole families, whole 
villages, indeed whole regions collectively responsible for acts of 
sabotage. 

Copies of this sermon were printed and widely distributed. 
The clergy read it from their pulpits, and in Dalmatia alone 82 
priests were arrested and sentenced to imprisonment by the 
Germans as a result. 

In the same sermon Mgr. Stepinac warned the Ustasha Govern­
ment that if they did not change their methods they would 
alienate the entire population. As a result he was kept under 
house arrest by Pavelitch for several days, and was violently 
attacked by all the newspapers, especially in an article by the 
Croat Minister for Enlightenment in the Government daily 
Hrvatski Narod. This denounced him for "meddling in politics." 

A well-known industrialist in Zagreb who was found in pos­
session of a printed copy of Mgr. Stepinac's sermon was sent to 
a concentration camp where he died. All editors and journalists 
were prohibited by the Ustasha Government from reporting 
anything the Archbishop might say. 

When the editor of the Catholic weekly Nedelja published Mgr. 
Stepinac's sermon at Christmas, 1943, he was threatened with the 
gallows if he should print any more of the Archbishop's words. 

On three occasions, however, he did not protest publicly, did 
not utter a single word, did not write a letter, but hid his great 
sorrow and grief deep in his own soul, thus proving irrefutably 
that he had only the good of his people at heart: when an Archi-
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episcopal estate was plundered; when his parents' home was 
destroyed by the Nazis and the Partisans; when his own brother 
was arrested, accused of Communism and collaboration with the 
Partisans and executed by the Germans on November 23, 1943. 

• # # 

The four bitter years of war, the hardest in the many centuries 
of Croatia's history, were also the hardest of the twelve years Mgr. 
Stepinac has been in office. During the war against the "Axis, the 
occupation and the civil war, Croatia and the Croat people have 
suffered immensely. Five different armies were fighting on the 
comparatively small Croat territory. Great losses in life and 
property were caused by the German, Italian, Ustasha, Chetnik 
and Partisan armies and by heavy bombing by the Allied air 
forces. 

And in this ocean of suffering, the Archbishop of Zagreb was 
the only one from whom all victims were expecting help and 
relief. And they did not do so in vain. Many times Mgr. Stepinac 
sent his last penny to alleviate human misery. 

The Kaptol, the Archbishop's Palace in Zagreb, was a place of 
shelter, refuge and relief for the hunted, the persecuted and the 
hungry. He established public kitchens, helped all the poor, 
gave everything he had to give for the relief of the devastated 
regions of Southern Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and Hertzegovina. 

He set up branches of Caritas throughout the country. There, 
hundreds of wagonloads of food and tons of clothing, which 
parish priests and religious orders had collected in answer to 
Mgr. Stepinac's appeal, were distributed without distinction as 
to nationality, race, creed or political conviction, to Catholics 
and Orthodox, Jews and Moslems alike. 

Hundreds and hundreds of Jews I met in Dalmatia and later 
in Italy, when asked how they had been saved, answered with a 
single word: "Stepinac!" 

The Jews have particular reason to thank Mgr. Stepinac from 
the bottom of their hearts, and a great number of Jewish organi­
zations all over the world have publicly acknowledged this and 
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expressed their gratitude. Only a few months ago Swiss papers 
published a statement by the head of the Jewish Community in 
Zagreb, declaring that "the Archbishop of Zagreb was the only 
man in authority who had publicly denounced the injustice and 
cruelty of the anti-Semitic campaign and had done all he could 
to help us." 

Immediately after the beginning of the occupation Mgr. 
Stepinac flatly rejected the German demand for the names of 
Jewish refugees known to him and the Relief Committee. 

When Jews were put into concentration camps, he sent his 
secretary, Dr. Stjepan Latzkovitch, to the camps to report on the 
conditions there and to arrange for all possible help and 
assistance. 

He hid hunted Jews under his own roof. And when the staff 
of the Schwarz Home for Aged and Sick Jews in Zagreb were 
arrested and imprisoned, he directed Catholic nuns to take over 
and care for the patients. 

Supported by the Papal Secretariate of State he secured a large 
number of passports and visas from South American countries, 
and succeeded in getting hundreds of Jews smuggled out of the 
German-occupied territory to ports whence they could travel to 
safety. 

Even to-day he is still maintaining a home near Zagreb for a 
group of elderly homeless Jews, who prefer to remain under his 
hospitality rather than take advantage of the facilities now avail­
able through UNRRA and international relief organizations. 

Immediately after the Germans had occupied neighbouring 
Slovenia they expelled almost all Catholic priests from that 
country. Mgr. Stepinac gave aid and shelter to all of those 
priests who came to Croatia. He was the driving force behind 
the welfare organization which took care of the many thousands 
of civilian refugees from Slovenia. Everyone of the Slovene 
leaders whom I met was full of praise for his generosity and 
devotion. 

Mgr. Stepinac was the first to find ways and means to help the 



TESTING-TIME 2 5 

thousands and thousands of Croats living and dying in the most 
miserable conditions in Italian concentration camps. These 
innocent victims of the occupation had been removed to Italy 
from the Croat littoral. He sent again his secretary, Dr. Latzko-
vitch, to get in touch with these imprisoned people and to help 
them by intervening with the Nazi and Fascist authorities for 
their release. 

He also thought of the 10,000 Croat workers taken to Germany 
for forced labour by the occupiers: he sent a priest to organise 
pastoral care amongst them. 

For these efforts he is now being accused of ''collaboration with 
the Nazis and Ustashe" But his sole intention was to help these 
people without any regard for politics, without any regard for 
what men of ill-will would say or how they would interpret his 
actions. Christian Charity, which he constantly preached arid 
zealously exercised, has no regard for narrow and limited human 
opinions. "We must help our neighbour," he wrote to me once, 
"whoever he be, where and when we can, to the best of our 
ability." 

Mgr. Stepinac took special care of those orphans whose parents, 
were killed in the war, regardless of whether their parents were 
Catholics or Orthodox, Jews or Moslems. At one critical moment 
when the lives of more* than 400 Orthodox children were in 
danger (they had been forcibly torn away from their mothers, 
who were sent either to concentration camps or to forced labour 
in Germany), he took care of them all. 

He placed thousands and thousands of poor and destitute 
children in homes. Most of these children were the children of 
Partisans, even of Communists who are now holding important 
positions in the Tito regime. He cared for them with even 
greater love because they were the most neglected and the most 
needy. 

To-day, people of ill-will not only try to minimize Mgr. 
Stepinac's efforts in this regard, but they claim falsely that the 
children were hungry and maltreated and even murdered by the 
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Catholic nuns in whose care they were placed. It is true that he 
was not able to give them everything he would have liked them 
to have, but he did protect them from cold and hunger. Catholic 
nuns are so renowned the world over for their care for children 
that it is unnecessary to refute this monstrous accusation against 
them. 

* # # 

In his love and care for his Croat people he found a way to 
contact the Allied Forces Headquarters in Italy during the war, 
and prayed them to save Zagreb and other Croat cities from 
bombing. The Allies* reaction spared the capital itself and saved 
thousands and thousands of lives. After every air attack on the 
outskirts of Zagreb, which were heavily bombed and largely 
destroyed, he visited the victims and organised every possible help. 

The German and Ustasha authorities bitterly and scornfully 
called Mgr. Stepinac an "Anglophile Archbishop" and a "philo-
Partisan" and hated, but at the same time feared him. His life 
was endangered several times, and he was spared only because of 
the high esteem and great admiration, immense loyalty and deep 
love of his Croat people. 



"Freedom" in Titoslavia 

THE attitude of Tito's National Liberation Front, the leaders 
of which were—except for a few figureheads in high-
sounding, but entirely uninfluential positions—all dyed-in-

the-wool Communists, towards the Catholic Church in Yugoslavia 
was from the very beginning of the movement one of extreme 
hostility. 

The following are quotations from two letters to priests in the 
United States written by Mgr. Gregory Rozman, Prince Bishop of 
Ljubljana, in November, 1945. When Tito's armies, supported 
by the Western Allies, swept into his Diocese, he took the grave 
decision to leave Yugoslavia, together with 162 of his priests and 
48 seminarists, after 34 priests and 6 seminarists had already been 
killed by the "liberators." 

"Speaking from my conscience as a priest and shepherd, 
from a heart proud to be Slovenian all my life, and fully 
realizing my own heavy responsibilities before God, Who will 
be my Judge, I solemnly declare: 

"The Communist Party of Yugoslavia has abused the genu­
ine and sincere desire of the entire people to get rid of the 
invader and to be freed of his terror, for its own political 
aims which consisted in the carrying out of a political and 
social revolution and seizing power in the State. 

"It was towards that end, and only that one, that the 
Communist Party organised the National Liberation Front. 

"We, on the other hand, seeing this and basing our judg­
ment upon the Encyclical Divini Redemptoris of Pope Pius X I , 
have been quick to realize that this was by far the greatest 
danger that had ever faced the Slovene people. 

"It was our duty then, as shepherd of the people, to warn 
them of this danger and to try to avert it. 

"We have done all that can be done in order to deepen the 
27 
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roots of the religious life of the people, not without success, 
I must say, thanks to God and to His Blessed Mother. 

"That we are right, the present situation in our homeland 
has come to prove. Pure Communism rules there now and is 
in full authority . . . ." 

"I cannot find words in which to put what I suffered when 
I saw what the Fascist and Nazi invaders did to exploit our 
struggle for liberation for the mutual extermination of the 
Slovenes by themselves. 

"I shed tears in situations when I was helpless to prevent this. 
. . . But the Communists were unapproachable for any sort of 
discussion. 

"They wanted power and nothing less. Full power. They 
were out to destroy every shadow of any opposition to Com­
munism. 

"I hope our actions will receive full justification in the light 
o£ events to c o m e . . . . 

"The British and the American peoples, too, will one day be 
put before a clear choice. 

"If they are reluctant now to save the Balkans from Com­
munism, they will have to face Communism much nearer, and 
it will be much stronger. . . . 

"Believe me, I know Communism, it is a satanic totali­
tarianism of terror, much more logical in the pursuit of its aims 
than Fascism ever was. . . 

* * * 

To tell the whole story of the violent and fierce persecution of 
Catholics in general and the clergy in particular since Tito came 
to power would take not one, but several large books. However, 
principal passages from three joint Pastoral Letters of the Arch­
bishops and Bishops of Yugoslavia, of March, 1945, September, 
1945, and September, 1946, and a condensed survey of the 
present position of the Catholic Church in this Communist-
dominated country will suffice to expose the true nature of the 
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"freedom of religion" that, according to Tito and his henchmen 
at home and abroad, prevails in Yugoslavia. 

* * * 
Joint Pastoral Letter of the Archbishops of Zagreb and Sara­

jevo and the Bishops of Banjaluka, Djakovo and Krizhevtzi, 
issued after their Conference at Zagreb on March 24, 1945. 

"The enemies of the Catholic Church, being also the follow­
ers of materialistic Communism, which the entire Croat nation 
with one accord rejects, have in our Croatia exterminated with 
fire and sword priests and the more eminent of the faithful. 
Judging by their ferocious manner, it is readily apparent why 
they accuse all Bishops, priests and religious as war criminals; 
why they wish to foist totally false accusations of crime upon 
them. In the civilised world, however, not a single person will 
be found approving such fictitious and arbitrary accusations, or 
believing that Bishops, priests and religious Orders of men and 
women, known the world over, are war criminals deserving 
capital punishment, or that they are the perpetrators of massa­
cres. Perpetually shall the blood of these heroic martyrs cry 
out in accusations against those who grasp murder as a means 
of power . . . . 

"The Catholic Bishops of Croatia are prepared and ready to 
have each individual case investigated by the representatives of 
other nations, and by an international commission. In this 
way the charge of war criminality will be proved a lie, and 
simply a means of exterminating those who oppose and want 
no part of Communism. Wherefore the assembled Croat 
Bishops recommend that a committee be set up to examine 
all cases, to gather facts which shall be readily presented to an 
international commission. Thus the truth will be known: how 
lies have been made the instrument of an ideology the follow­
ers of which labour in every way to enslave the world, even 
though they are numerically inferior and in Croatia their 
number approaches next to nothing . . . . 
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"All criminals, of whatever political leaning, must be called 
to justice and be punished for their crimes. It is evident to all 
true lovers of justice that guilt cannot be fully and truly 
judged by those moved by hatred. If any priest—which is 
most rare—has injured others in their rights, we should not 
hesitate to inflict ecclesiastical punishment upon him, even to 
cast him out of the priestly or religious state. But now from 
the depth of our souls we send forth our protesting cry before 
God and mankind, against the systematic killing and persecu­
tion of innocent priests and Catholic faithful, many of whose 
lives excelled in sanctity, and whom the enemies of the Catholic 
Church, through diabolical perjury, have brought to 
death. . . 

# # * 

Joint Pastoral Letter of the Archbishops and Bishops of Yugo­
slavia, issued after their Conference at Zagreb on September 20, 
1945. 

"Even during the war a great number of priests were killed; 
not so much during battles or actual fighting, but following 
death sentences decreed by the present civil and military 
authorities. When military operations came to an end, the 
death sentences against Catholic priests did not cease. Accord­
ing to available data, 243 died, 169 are in prison or concentra­
tion camps, and 89 are missing . . . . 

"The tribunals pronounced these death sentences after sum­
mary trial, and the accused often did not know with what they 
were charged until the actual trial. Frequently they were 
denied any defence, and not allowed to call witnesses or to be 
given legal assistance. If the Public Prosecutor had the right 
to deny a fair trial to these priests sentenced to death, how 
could their guilt have been established? Were these priests all 
guilty of murder? . . . 

"In the Franciscan Monastery at Shiroki Brijeg all the friars, 
28 of them, were put to death without any trial, and without 
any of them having touched a rifle, still less fought against 
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the National Liberation Army. Nevertheless, they were ac­
cused of hostile acts, although almost all of them were known 
for their opposition to Fascist ideologies. 

"There were cases where thousands of faithful Christians 
asked the authorities for the release of priests, pledging their 
innocence. Nevertheless, the priests were not spared. This 
proves that such sentences were not pronounced in the name 
of the people and of their Christian rights. Death sentences 
were inflicted upon them for having divergent political con-
victjons, and not for having committed any specific crimes. . . . 

"The number of those priests put to death is greater than 
that of the victims of any massacre known in Balkan history 
for centuries. Most of them were not allowed religious assistance 
in their last hour. . . . 

"By this we do not intend to defend the guilty, as we know 
that there were isolated cases of priests, blinded by national 
and party passion, who committed offences against the law and 
had to be put on trial before a secular court. We must, how­
ever, emphasize that the number of such priests does not justify 
the serious accusations made in the Press and at meetings 
against the Catholic clergy in Yugoslavia. These are aimed 
only at deceiving the public and depriving the Church of her 
prestige. . . . 

"A great number of priests are in concentration camps, sen­
tenced to long years of forced labour. But this is not enough. 
Dr. Janko Shimrak, the Bishop of the Greek-Catholic Rite, is 
deprived of his liberty up to this very date; and the fate of 
another Bishop is unknown. The concentration camps are not 
fitted for a long stay, and they often lack the essential minimum 
of food. Priests are compelled to perform work which offends 
their priestly dignity, and they are often prevented from taking 
part in Sunday services, or from celebrating Holy Mass. They 
are given no opportunity to defend themselves and to prove 
their innocence. We have been unable to discover the present 
whereabouts of many priests deported by order of the Govern-
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ment authorities, and all search has remained fruitless.... 
"Of about a hundred Catholic periodicals existing in Yugo­

slavia before the war, not even one is being published today. . . . 
"The National Printing Press at Zagreb was obstructed by 

every conceivable means, and when the obstruction was not 
successful, its Director was sentenced to loss of national honour. 
The printing works, which were not his property, were seized, 
and were returned to us only a few days ago, following our 
protest. The great printing works of the Catholic Printing 
Society of Ljubljana were taken away from the Catholics. The 
same happened to the Catholic printing works at Mostar, 
Shibenik, Sarajevo and Maribor. This is a systematic and pre­
meditated campaign against the Catholic Press. The freedom 
of the Catholic Press is for the Catholic Church a matter on 
which depends the fate of many souls. . . . 

"In Croatia religious teaching has been relegated to the last 
place, as the least important subject. In all elementary schools 
religious instruction has been reduced from two hours a week 
to one hour. Nowadays, when the need for religious instruc­
tion is greater than ever, it is gradually being reduced, while 
it is completely abolished in the secondary schools. . . . 

"Among all Christian people the marriage bond was con­
sidered sacred, a holy Sacrament celebrated before the altar 
of the Almighty. Now even this has changed. It is evident that 
the bond of civil marriage is quite different. The civil authori­
ties annul marriages celebrated in church. This is in opposition 
to the divine law. The number of such marriages annulled 
during the last few months in Zagreb alone is very consider­
able. . . . 

"Materialism and hatred are being publicly and privately 
preached and spread in Yugoslavia. . . . 

"The duty of attending Holy Mass on Sundays has been 
rendered impossible in many cases by meetings and assemblies 
held purposely at the time of Church services. . . . The young 
are being compelled to perform special work on Sundays and 
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are thus intentionally hindered from carrying out their religious 
duties. . . . 

"By this Letter we do not wish to initiate a struggle with.the 
new State authorities. Our thoughts are directed to the peace 
we need so much. We are firmly convinced that, for the healing 
of our country's wounds, there must be respect for the Catholic 
religion and its influence. . . . 

"We shall not be disturbed by false attacks and accusations 
to the effect that we support reaction and the enemies of the 
nation. We are one with our people. . . . 

"We uphold the precious principles and the untarnished 
religious inheritance which we have received from our 
ancestors, and we ask the right to live in harmony and love 
with all our fellow citizens, without regard to their religion or 
nationality. . . . 

"It is not the duty of the Church to prescribe solutions for 
political, national and economic problems, as long as they are 
in conformity with general ethical principles that bind every­
body. The Church is interested only in the spiritual concerns 
of the faithful. . . . 

"The first condition of a return to peace in Yugoslavia is 
the restoration of complete freedom to the Church. . . ." 

# # # 

Joint Pastoral Letter of the Archbishops and Bishops of 
Yugoslavia, issued after their Conference at Belgrade on August 
27, 1946: 

"In the exercise of our apostolic duties, we Catholic Bishops 
have many consolations, but we also have many difficulties. 
Our great consolation is the increase in the number of the 
faithful who come to Holy Mass in search of their only salva­
tion, that which comes from above. We are happy to state 
that the people go more and more frequently to Our Lady's 
places of pilgrimage, for she is—and she has shown it through­
out the whole history of Christianity—a powerful help of 
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Christians. May this faith be a testimony which will atone for 
the numerous insults coming from her forgetful children. The 
people who respect our Heavenly Mother will not betray their 
ancestors. . . . 

"We are also happy to confirm the fidelity of our flock to the 
Church and to her Head. Relations between the spiritual 
pastors and their flock are becoming more and more close, in 
spite of the many attempts to destroy them. Our faithful know 
that theirs would not be the Church if Peter were not present. 
The strength of the Church finds its origin in Rome, and any 
breach with the Papacy would mean the destruction of 
Catholicism in Yugoslavia. We will not listen to attacks against 
the Pope, and we will take advantage of each attack to bind 
ourselves more closely to the Holy See. . . . 

"Among the difficulties which disquiet us, let us mention 
the absence of many priests. Many parishes are without their 
spiritual pastors—the priests have been carried off to concentra­
tion camps, either during the war or during the course of the 
past year. There are countless churches destroyed or in ruins, 
and often the priests are obliged to live in private houses as 
their presbyteries have been requisitioned. Once again we 
deplore that we are not allowed to publish our Catholic 
periodicals. Our youth is thereby deprived of instruction, and 
Catholics are not able to read their newspapers. . . . 

"Among the things which bear most hardly upon us are the 
following facts: The Church has not the right to own property, 
a right which has been recognized as hers for many centuries; 
and so it is impossible for her to continue her work of giving 
assistance to those who day and night knock at the doors of 
the churches. We are grieved to see that our nuns are not 
allowed to give help and assistance as they formerly did, and 
we are grieved also to see them prevented from serving God 
in works of charity. The Church is reduced to poverty, but 
that does not worry us. On the contrary, we look with con­
fidence to Heaven, where our Father will think of us. We are 
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also sure that the faithful will not forget us, but will willingly 
remember the needs of the Church. . . . 

"Other difficulties grieve us all the more since they pertain to 
the domain where the Church, mother of divine truth, should 
have true freedom of action. For example, priests should not 
be condemned because they preach about God, eternity, the 
Church, the Pope, and all those other religious truths which 
the Church should spread throughout the world. . . . 

"It is unjust and untrue to accuse the priests of not loving 
their country and their people. The Catholic clergy have 
always been close to the people, and deeply sensitive to their 
needs and aspirations. The fact that these people, in the most 
difficult moments of their history, have sought security and help 
from the Church, proves that they see in their priests not 
traitors to their country, but their best friends and most faith­
ful protectors. . . . 

"Prayer before and after class in the schools has been officially 
suppressed. Likewise the symbol of our redemption, the 
Crucifix, has been banned, and so have the services for schools 
on Sundays and Feast days. General Communions for young 
people no longer occur. No longer are we allowed to preach 
during Lent to the children. The catechism is suppressed in 
certain schools. In others, where it is allowed, it is given the 
last place, and the hours which the authorities have chosen are 
the least suitable. The rooms allotted are inadequate and 
squalid, and when the priests wish to teach the catechism in 
the churches to avoid these inconveniences, they are forbidden 
to do so. As a consequence of these facts, we demand and 
expect that full liberty of conscience should be granted and 
assured to children to practise their religion, when they and 
their parents ask that they attend catechism at school or at 
church. . . . 

"We must condemn the error spread by Baur and Strauss 
a hundred years ago. Their sayings—that Christ never existed 
—are widespread to-day, particularly in the schools and at 
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meetings. The object is to efface from history the One Who is 
its centre and for Whom countless martyrs died, as did St. Peter 
and St. Paul. The proofs of the existence of Christ are ir­
refutable. Catholic school-children are often asked to prepare 
for school work books which are condemned and are dangerous 
to the soul. . . . 

"As shepherds of the flock of Christ, as guardians of the 
exterior and interior of those temples—the souls of the children 
—we, the Catholic Bishops, share the care of our faithful, and 
it is in their name that we raise our voices, that we may be 
permitted to ensure the education and instruction which are 
required by Catholic training and the conscience of our 
faithful. Let practical expression be given to fine phrases about 
'freedom of religion and of conscience.' If it is permitted to 
teach atheism, it is just that we should be accorded the right 
to teach the eternal truths which lead us to God. And since 
the Catholic Church is recognized—no one doubts that—we 
have the full right to demand that the authorities should 
respect our freedom of religion and of conscience, in the fullest 
sense of the expression. . . . 

"We here solemnly declare that we do not desire a conflict 
with the State, because we know how harmful is a conflict 
between Church and State. But we expect from the authorities 
that they shall allow us to bring up youth in the Christian 
spirit, for it will merit heaven and will form, at the same time, 
the elite among the citizens. A youth that is conscious of its 
duty and will live according to the ten commandments of God 
would be the best foundation for the social and economic order 
in our country. The State which assists the Church in the field 
of religious instruction thus renders itself a most valuable 
service. . . . 

"We have tried to present our point of view as clearly and 
as calmly as possible. We have put before you our complaints, 
our consolations and our distress, because it was our duty as 
Bishops. We have had the courage to speak thus because our 
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Constitution, under Article 27, guarantees to us, as to all other 
citizens, freedom of religion and of speech. . . . 

"We pray to God that He may enlighten with His truth 
those who are to-day managing the State in our country, in 
order that they may learn that the State flourishes best when 
the citizens are contented. . . . 

"May our Heavenly Father, together with the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, grant absolution to us, to our children and to all 
our people. . . ." # # # 

The following condensed survey of the present position of the 
Catholic Church in Yugoslavia is based on the latest available 
authentic data. 

An unceasing mendacious and scurrilous campaign against the 
Church and the clergy is being carried on in the Press and on the 
air. 

This iniquitous campaign must remain unanswered because the 
Catholic Press has been completely suppressed. Of about a 
hundred flourishing Catholic periodicals before the war, not a 
single one is being published to-day. 

In the schools, atheism is being openly taught and religion 
mocked. Children are forced to recite anti-religious poems and 
songs. 

Young Catholics have been barred from higher education. 
The Communist Youth Cells decided that "reactionaries" and 
"clerico-Fascists" had to be expelled. 

Children and adults have been forced to do "public work" or 
to attend "spontaneous demonstrations" on Sunday mornings to 
keep them from attending Mass. 

Catholics are denied the right of association. All their societies 
have been dissolved. Even choir practice has been prohibited by 
OZNA, Tito's Secret Police. 

In the immense Yugoslav Army no priest is allowed to officiate 
for the soldiers, who are prohibited from entering a church, not 
permitted to call a priest when ill or dying, and denied Christian 
burial. 
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Every Catholic school, both elementary and secondary, has 
been closed and the buildings, representing decades of labour 
and sacrifice by the Catholics, confiscated. 

Except for a very few of the larger Catholic hospitals, for 
which the Communists have not had enough Partisan nurses, all 
institutions of charity have been closed. 

Catholic orphanages and homes for the aged have been closed 
and the Sisters turned out into the street. 

Hundreds of Catholic nuns have been expelled from their 
convents and the houses expropriated. The Communists have 
openly declared that they are planning to smash every vestige of 
religious communities. 

Catholic nuns have been told to go out and get married and 
raise children for the Communist State. 

Hundreds of parish and episcopal buildings have been occu­
pied, entirely or partly, by Communist organisations. 

Most of the theological seminaries have been occupied by the 
Communists, who are gradually making the training of priests 
impossible. 

Practically all Catholic Church property has been confiscated. 
The endowments built up over centuries for education and 
charity, the gifts of generations of generous people, are being used 
for the consolidation of the Communist State and the main­
tenance of the huge Communist Army. 

In many regions newly-appointed parish priests have not been 
allowed to take possession of their parishes unless they have been 
approved by the local Communist authorities. 

Parish priests have been expelled from their presbyteries and 
obliged to seek shelter with their parishioners. 

In scores of villages, priests have been prohibited from entering 
their churches under threat of death. 

Hundreds of churches have been closed. Some of them have 
been expropriated and are being used for storage of grain. 

Wayside shrines all over the country have been destroyed. 
At one shrine in Slovenia, which is especially visited by many 



"FREEDOM" IN TITOSLAVIA 39 

of the faithful, Communists planted land mines, with the result 
that one child was blown to bits. 

Th.e most sacred shrine of Croatia has been wantonly profaned. 
Communists dragged the venerated statue of Our Lady of Marija 
Bistritza, the Patroness of Croatia, from the Cathedral of Zagreb 
and smashed it to bits in the square in front of the Cathedral. 
OZNA then accused the priests of the city of this crime and 
cynically threatened them with prosecution for "an act against 
religion." 

Religious books and objects of devotion have been burned in 
churches. The churches themselves have been saved from con­
flagration only by the heroic efforts of the faithful. 

OZNA spies in churches have distorted every word of sermons, 
and so many priests have been arrested on trumped-up charges 
of "political utterances" (i.e., every word that does not follow 
the Communist party line) that the Bishops have advised their 
priests not to preach, but just to read catechetical and ascetical 
books to the faithful. 

Utter terror reigns all over the country. Catholic men and 
women disappear in the dead of the night, and their families 
cannot find out where they have been taken. Most of them never 
return; the others come back, broken and silent. But if they 
talk of their experiences, they disappear again—this time for 
good. 

More than 2,000 Catholic intellectuals are interned in the 
concentration camp at Lepoglava, and it is to be feared that most 
of them will never leave it alive. 

The walls of the houses all over the country are covered with 
the slogan painted by Communists: "Death to the Priests! Death 
to the Signers of the Pastoral Letter!" 

Many priests have been told frequently by Communists: "It 
would be a pleasure to me to kill you, but the Party thinks the 
time has not yet come." 

Priests and nuns are interned in the dreaded concentration 
camp at Stara Gradishka, where they have to suffer bestial tortures 
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which are beyond all description and comparable only to those 
at the notorious Belsen. 

Very few of the military chaplains in the Army of the Inde­
pendent State of Croatia are still alive. All the others, accused of 
having been "officers in the army of opposition during the occupa­
tion," have been killed. 

Savage outrages, often beyond all description, have been com­
mitted against the dead. The bodies of some of the priests who 
had been murdered by Communists were hacked to pieces and 
thrown into the sea. The graves of only a very few of the victims 
are known. 

The graves of German and Italian soldiers and of Yugoslav 
civilians murdered by Communists have been levelled and the 
crosses over them destroyed. 

Every one of the Archbishops and Bishops in Yugoslavia has 
been arrested by OZNA and held in prison, some of them for 
only a few hours, others for several days or even weeks. Since 
their release they have been subject to such rigorous surveillance 
by OZNA that they are virtual prisoners in their residences. 

The following members of the Yugoslav Hierarchy have up to 
the present become victims of Tito's persecution of the Catholic 
Church: 

Mgr. Josip Tsarevitch, Titular Bishop of Aristium and 
retired Bishop of Dubrovnik, missing for nearly two years, 
presumably killed; 

Mgr. Janko Shimrak, Uniate Bishop of Krizhevtzi, died on 
August 9, 1946, as the result of maltreatment during several 
months in prison; 

Mgr. Josip Stejepan Garitch, O.F.M., Bishop of Banjaluka, 
died in exile at Graz, Austria, on June 30, 1946; 

Mgr. Ivan Sharitch, Archbishop of Sarajevo, and Mgr. 
Gregory Rozman, Prince Bishop of Ljubljana, are in exile 
in Austria. 
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1,515 

Number of Catholic Sisters killed 12 
Number of Catholic Sisters imprisoned 50 
Number of Catholic lay people killed, 

estimated (in Croatia alone) at 400,000 
Number of Catholic lay people imprisoned, 

estimated at over 100,000 

Number of Catholic priests in Yugoslavia in 1939 1,916 
Number of Catholic priests in Yugoslavia in 1946 401 

Number of Catholic priests killed 369 
Number of Catholic priests imprisoned 175 
Number of Catholic priests in exile 409 
Number of Catholic priests missing 562 



Scene-Shifting 
FEW days after the end of the war in Europe, Mgr. Stepinac 
was arrested by the new authorities and held in prison for 
17 days. Then he was allowed to return to his Palace, but 

constantly and closely watched by OZNA. 
When Tito visited Zagreb for the first time since he had come 

to power, soon after the war had ended, he expressed the desire 
to meet the Archbishop, whom his Partisans had released from 
17 days' imprisonment but two days before. Mgr. Stepinac 
naturally called immediately on Tito and was received by the 
then Premier of Yugoslavia with the correct formal attitude 
which the occasion demanded—just as he had been formally 
received by Pavelitch. 

During this visit Mgr. Stepinac told Tito: 

"I did not come here to ask any favour for myself. I came 
because you sent for me. You have taken me out of the prison 
for a purpose. Let me remind you what I stand for: I insist 
upon freedom for all the people. You have given no signs 
that you intend to respect the Constitution. I am going to 
resist you on every move in which you disregard the Constitu­
tion and the people. . . 

And Mgr. Stepinac has kept his promise. The same fearlessness 
he had steadfastly shown and maintained throughout the war 
in the face of the totalitarianism of Hitler, he now steadfastly 
showed and maintained in the face of the totalitarianism of Tito. 
Guided only by his duty as a Bishop of the Catholic Church, 
by his determination to uphold moral principles and the rights 
and dignity of the human person against any violation, no matter 
by whom perpetrated, and no matter what justifications" were 
offered, he fought for the rights of his Church and of his Croat 
Catholics against the oppressive measures of the Communist 
regime. 

42 
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GUESTS OF HONOR . . . . 
From left: Three dignitaries of the Orthodox Church; the 

Partisan General Commanding in Zagreb; the Secretary to the 
Apostolic Visitor; Auxiliary Bishop Dr. Lach; Archbishop Dr. 
Stepinac; Dr. Bakaritch, Communist "People's Premier" of 
Croatia; the Soviet Military Attache; the Croat Minister of the 
Interior, Dr. Hebra. 


